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First Ever Annual Job Fair 
In partnership with the UNHCR and Forrerah, Refuge 

Egypt held its first annual job fair on Saturday, September 

13.  Twenty-five companies came from around the greater 

Cairo area. Refugees found jobs working in security, food 

service, engineering, cleaning, secretarial work, and more. 

The day was a huge success, with almost 600 refugees 

attending to look for employment and network with 

companies. In addition to providing a rare opportunity for 

refugees to find work with employers from a variety of 

fields, volunteers from St. Andrews Refugee Services 

offered assistance in C.V. preparation and organizations were present to sign up individuals for vocational 

training opportunities. We look forward to our future job fairs being even more successful.  
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Stories from the Clinic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nawal is a twenty-four-year-old Sudanese young 

woman. She fled Sudan with her family like so 

many escaping the war and hoping for a better 

start. The war relocated Nawal and her family 

from Sudan to Jordan. But during their escape to 

Jordan, they separated from her mother and not 

knowing if she would ever see her again made her 

journey that much more challenging.   

Nawal spent nine years at a United Nations’ camp 

in the city of Kutum. In the camp, her life became  

 

worse; refugees there faced robbery and violence. 

After 6pm, no one could leave his own camp and 

after a while, there was a food shortage. “I didn’t 

feel safe during my period in the camp. But the 

only good thing happened with me was meeting 

my life partner,” she shared. “We married, but life 

in Jordan was full of discrimination, as Syrian 

refugees received better treatment than the 

Sudanese. Food and shelter started to run out, due 

to the overwhelming numbers of refugees in the 

camps.” 
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Finding a Safe Refuge 

 



The Jordanian army relocated Sudanese 

refugees to an isolated area, where the sun and 

temperature were unforgiving. The refugees 

began to see the goal was to have them return to 

Sudan; food supply was little to nonexistent; 

and tear gas was used as a measure of control. 

Men who showed any sign of retaliation would 

be tied up for days. They seemed to be in a 

precarious situation, but returning to Sudan was 

not an option for them at that time. But when 

the mistreatment and discrimination became too 

much to bare, Nawal and her family were left 

with no choice but to return. 

Returning to Sudan with no home and no job, 

Nawal and her husband found shelter with 

family members, but only one of them was 

welcome, and the husband and wife had to 

separate again. After spending some difficult 

time attempting to restart a life in Sudan, they 

found it impossible and escaped to Egypt. Here 

her husband was able to find work in a factory 

and hoped to better their lives. With assistance 

from Refuge Egypt, Nawal and her family could 

afford medical and food assistance. Being seven 

months pregnant, Nawal and her husband 

started to get a glimpse of hope, a new life, an 

opportunity she did not have in Sudan or Jordan. 

Moreover, she found a safe place where she can 

live in peace with her family.  

Nawal is determined to provide her family with 

everything she was not able to have, a better 

education and a brighter future. She is grateful 

to have an organization, like Refuge Egypt, that 

works towards refugee equality and programs 

that aim to assist with resettlement of those 

displaced because of war and hardship. 

  



Adult Education Celebration  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Started over ten years ago, our Adult Education 

program has served countless refugees by giving 

them an invaluable skill – the English language. 

Whenever I ask our students during the first 

lesson why they want to learn English, 75% reply 

“because it’s the international language”. While I 

often want them to identify within themselves a 

more significant and personal motivator – to find 

better employment, to create a better life for their 

kids – their response indeed is true. And its 

implications are large for our refugee friends, who 

could really end up anywhere in the world in a 

few years.  

Access to the English language opens doors here 

in Egypt, where knowledge English can provide 

better employment with English-speaking 

Egyptians or foreigners. But it is also foundational 

to a successful resettlement abroad. While some 

refugees simply pass time here in Egypt waiting to 

be relocated, many take advantage of the available 

opportunities, such as furthering education and 

English study. Refugees who are proficient in 

English are able to assimilate more smoothly into 

society and find work to support themselves more 

quickly upon relocation to a Western nation.  

Continued 

Opening New Doors 



By the numbers…  
 278   243   9 
STUDENTS TERM 1      STUDENTS TERM 2           CLASSES 

The second English term of the year was completed at 

the end of August with a joyous graduation ceremony. 

Level by level, teachers handed out certificates with 

applauding peers looking on. Following the 

distribution of certificates, a handful of students stood 

up to speak about the importance of education, 

thanking their teachers and encouraging their 

classmates to persevere in their language study. A few 

spoke in Arabic, but the majority recited a speech they 

had carefully prepared in English. The evening was 

wrapped up with refreshments and groups of students 

taking selfies outside in front of flowers in the 

courtyard. Students were filled with pride at their 

accomplishments and celebrated together the 

community that had formed in their classes.  

One of the joys of teaching our students is seeing students who have struggled term after term succeed. 

Many of our students are dealing with past traumas from their war-torn home country, have very little 

educational background, and some likely have undiagnosed learning disabilities. In addition, many of our 

students have children at home and demanding jobs which make their studies challenging. The classroom 

environment can be very challenging to students with little formal education. Our students worked 

extremely hard this semester, and we rejoice with them in their accomplishments. 

Our students, in graphics 
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