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Education for All 
Displaced people often remain in transit for a decade or more before being resettled in a host 
country, if they are resettled and all. During this protracted time in limbo, it is easy for children 
to miss years of valuable education, or for their education to be intermittent.  
 
In response to the UN's Sustainable Development Goal #4, Refuge Egypt provides quality 
education to refugees of all ages living in Cairo. From the toddlers at Happy Child Preschool 
to the school students at St. Raphael Primary and Secondary School and the Adult Education 
Programme, Refuge Egypt believes in the importance of equipping refugees with the 21st 
century skills necessary for participation in today's globalized world.  
 
In this newsletter, we hope to share with you a glimpse into some of these programs and the 
impact they're having on the lives of refugees in Cairo. 
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St. Raphael Celebrates the End of the Year 
 
It’s the time of year when the students at St. Raphael School finish their exams and look forward to 
summer break. Serving 280 refugee children, St. Raphael School provides education for primary and 
secondary students with the aim to prepare students for their university entrance exams. Although 
Sudanese and South Sudanese have access to governmental schools, almost all families choose to 
send their children to refugee-run learning centres. With their Sudanese national diploma from one of 
these learning centres, graduates can go on to university or other forms of higher education. 
 
In May and June, Grades 8 and 11 will take their diploma examinations that allow for access to 
secondary school and their diploma. Having expanded over the past three years to include all the 
Secondary grades, this is the first year St. Raphael will be graduating students with their diploma. 
These diploma exams are administered by the Sudanese government and earn refugee youth a diploma 
that they can use to enter university in Egypt. The exams are expensive (approximately 230 USD), so 
families save up all year for their children to be able to take the exam. These exams are very important 
to the students' future and their families.  
 

 

 

Hopes for the Future 
Despite a childhood in displacement, our 
students still have big dreams for the future. 
When recently asked what they hoped to be 
when they grew up, students shared with us 
their hopes for a brighter future: 
 To be an illustrator or artist 
 I want to become a surgeon 
 To produce perfumes 
 I want to be a doctor and help people 
 I want to play football for Barcelona 
 I want to be a microbiologist so that I can 

discover a cure for diseases, like cancer 

 End of the year celebration 
St. Raphael held a very casual 
certificate distribution ceremony for the 
graduating students. The school staff 
decorated the classrooms for the 
occasion and parents were invited to 
join in the event. Due to financial 
restraints, it was not the same party that 
we have had in previous years. Despite 
this, there were smiles all around and 
everyone felt proud of the graduating 
students. 
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The adult education program offers English and Arabic classes. This past semester, the English 
language programme had over 200 students divided into 12 classes. Our student demographics have 
changed over the past couple years, with increasing numbers of females, Eritreans and Ethiopians, 
and young university students.  

In recent terms, students have come from 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Sudan, Somalia, 
Yemen, Libya, and Chad. The largest 
percentages are from Sudan, South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, and Eritrea, respectively. Due to 
COVID-19, we have continued to limit class 
sizes to 20-25 students. 

At the beginning of May, the graduation 
ceremony for the Adult Education took place. 
There were smiling faces all around as the 
graduating students received their certificates.  

 

Lifelong Learning 
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Student Motivation 
Our students study English for many reasons. Many students use the skills acquired in these classes 
to help them in their jobs and to make friends of different nationalities. Language skills have the 
ability to make resettlement much easier, in addition to improving their quality of life and job 
prospects in Egypt.  In a survey of our students this past term, 43% report using English at their 
workplace or university. Many students also report taking the classes simply because they love 
learning.   

 
 
In a recent survey of Adult Education students, we learned that the main reason that individuals come 
to us to learn is in attempt to help themselves in the future; whether that be to help them find a job, 
go to university, or to make resettlement easier. Refugees also say that they value the friendships they 
form in class, with 89% stating they had made a new friend this term.  
 
We periodically hear from previous students about how our classes have helped them in their lives. 
A volunteer who taught with us in 2019 continues to keep in touch with several of his students, helping 

them practice English over WhatsApp and Zoom or 
revising their CVs with them. This past week, he heard 
from one of his students, Abdulla*, who had been a bright 
and hardworking student. Thanks to his English abilities, 
Abdulla has found a job helping fellow refugees through 
paralegal work with an Eritrean organization in the city. 
He was very proud of this and that he was able to do 
something to help his community. It is encouraging to 
hear from both past students and teachers about the 
impact our program has had on them and the relationships 
they have built because of it. 

 
*All names have been changed to protect the safety and privacy of our clients and photos are not of the individuals in the stories.
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